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“A Reading of Managing Pluralism through Power-Sharing in the Countries of the Arab
Mashreq”

Researcher: Dr. Mohammad Shahadeh — Lebanon

Summary:

This study examines the problem of managing socio-cultural diversity in modern states, focusing on
power-sharing strategies as alternatives to the centralized nation-state model. It analyzes federalism
and Consociational democracy as they developed in Western political experience, highlighting their
origins, mechanisms, and conditions for success and failure. The research then turns to the Mashreq,
exploring the historical roots and contemporary manifestations of religious, sectarian, and ethnic
pluralism, as well as the impact of colonial legacies on state formation. Through the discussion of
cases such as Lebanon and Iraq, the study demonstrates the limitations of transplanted or distorted
power-sharing arrangements. It argues that sustainable power-sharing in the Mashreq requires a
historically grounded, dialogical settlement that treats pluralism as a foundational value, while
preserving state unity and avoiding sectarian fragmentation or territorial disintegration.
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